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Current MFF 2021-2027
COVID-19 pandemic forced the EU to expand its budget with the Next Generation EU

Allocations per heading (in € billion) MFF NGEU TOTAL % MFF

1. Single Market, Innovation and Digital 149.5 11.5 161.0 8%

2. Cohesion, Resilience and Values 426.7 776.5 1 203.2 60%

3. Natural Resources and Environment 401.0 18.9 419.9 21%

4. Migration and Border Management 25.7 - 25.7 1%

5. Security and Defence 14.9 - 14.9 1%

6. Neighbourhood and the World 110.6 - 110.6 5%

7. European Public Administration 82.5 - 82.5 4%

TOTAL 1 210.9 806.9 2 017.8

TOTAL expressed in 2018 prices 1 074.3 750.0 1 824.3

Von der Leyen first mandate 

(2019-2024) priorities:

• European Green Deal

✓ European Climate Law

✓ Fit-for-55 package

• A Europe Fit for the Digital Age

✓ Digital Services Act

✓ Digital Markets Act

• An Economy that Works for People

✓ NextGenerationEU

✓ Fair & Competitive economy

• A Stronger Europe in the World

✓ EU’s geopolitical role

✓ Enlargement

• Promoting our European Way of Life

✓ New Pact on Migration and Asylum

• A New Push for European Democracy

✓ Rule of law
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Current MFF 2021-2027
COVID-19 pandemic forced the EU to expand its budget with the NGEU

Inflation adjusted figures. 
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New MFF 2028-2034
From 7 to 4 headings, from 52 to 16 programmes
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Comparing MFFs
Key takeaways

Tentative cash flow from the 2021–2027 MFF headings to the 2028–2034 MFF. The repayment of NGEU has been subtracted. 
Nominal amounts in current prices (2018 and 2025), EUR billion. Inflation from 2018 to 2025 has not been taken into account.

1. From 1.1% gross national 

income to 1.26%

2. Merge Cohesion and 

Environment, and 

Neighbourhood and the 

World

3. Focus on Industrial 

Competitiveness (ECF)

4. More investment in defence: 

infrastructure (CEF-T), 

innovation (HE), industry 

(ECF)
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European Competitiveness Fund
€451 billion to boost innovation

The ECF will consolidate activities currently spread across up to 

14 different budget lines:

• Innovation Fund

• Digital Europe Programme and a €2 billion component of the 

Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for digital projects

• European Defence Fund (EDF), Act in Support of Ammunition 

Production (ASAP), Defence Industry Reinforcement through 

Common Procurement Act (EDIRPA), and European Defence 

Industry Programme (EDIP)

• EU4Health

• European Space Programme and IRIS²

• InvestEU
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European Competitiveness Fund
Single Rulebook, ECF Toolbox, and other relevant provisions

Single Rulebook

• Third parties may make additional financial contributions to the ECF or its activities.

• Cumulative funding from other EU programmes.

• Competitiveness Seal to high-quality projects facilitating access to funding

• EU preferential conditions. Restrictions or incentives for Union entities.

• Union support may be provided in any form: grants, prizes, procurement, non-financial donations, budgetary 

guarantees, and financial instruments.

• Parts of the ECF may be implemented through Public-Private or Public-public Partnerships established under 

Horizon Europe.
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European Competitiveness Fund
Single Rulebook, ECF Toolbox, and other relevant provisions

ECF Toolbox

• Single Market Value Chains Builder. The work programmes (WPs) may include value chains scaleup calls to integrate 

suppliers, manufacturers, and innovators from different Member States and diversify sources of supply.

• EU Tech frontrunners. The WPs may launch bottom-up awards to support Europe’s top tech companies working in 

industry-led consortia. 

• Production ramp-up actions. Financial contributions may now cover actions that started prior to the date of the 

submission of the proposal for those actions.

• Top Ups for IPCEIs. The ECF may support projects directly participating in an IPCEI.

• Accelerated and Targeted Actions for Competitiveness. The WPs may include award procedures with special rules for 

project selection and implementation, overriding normal budget rules for urgent public-interest actions. 

• ECF InvestEU. It will address market failures or suboptimal investment situations by providing targeted financial support 

for companies at all stages, including manufacturing and market deployment.
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European Competitiveness Fund
Single Rulebook, ECF Toolbox, and other relevant provisions

Other relevant provisions

• Project Advisory. It will be made available for repayable and non-repayable instruments. 

It will include investment advisory services, business coaching and acceleration services, cooperation with 

industrial alliances and European clusters, support the generation of project pipelines and the development of 

potential investment projects under the ECF InvestEU Instrument.

• EU for Business Network. It will be established with particular emphasis on helping SMEs, startups and 

scaleups become more competitive and innovative.

• Sector-specific actions in each Policy Window. These actions will target startups and SMEs to foster 

innovation, business acceleration, commercialisation and scaling-up.

• Skills. The ECF will finance activities in support of skills development.

• Beneficiary Service Desk. Maintains and expands a single electronic portal to make it easier for participants to 

access EU funding, regardless of how the budget is managed.
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European Competitiveness Fund
ECF Specific Activities correlation with the Battery Value Chain

Batteries are a key enabling technology for Europe’s competitiveness and decarbonisation. While investing in them 

may be more complex, every euro delivers the highest systemic value and reduces external dependencies.
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Horizon Europe
Structure, Novelties and Synergies with ECF
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Horizon Europe
Structure, Novelties and Synergies with ECF

Budget for Competitiveness within Horizon Europe:

€68 billion for Competitiveness 

€7.6 billion for Society

• €25.3 billion for Clean Transition and Industrial 

Decarbonisation

• €19.7 billion for Health, Biotech, Agriculture and 

Bioeconomy

• €16.9 billion for Digital Leadership

• €6.4 billion for Resilience and Security, Defence 

Industry and Space
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Horizon Europe
Structure, Novelties and Synergies with ECF

Novelties: Simplification, start-ups and dual-use research

• Pillar structure and content

• JRC moves from Pillar 2 to Pillar 1

• Research infrastructure moves  from Pillar 1 to Pillar 4

• European Research Area formalised in new Pillar 4

• Partnerships Landscape

• Two forms of Partnerships: Work Programme based and JU

• Limited number of Partnerships

• ECF may contribute to the Partnerships objectives

• EIC and support to start-ups

• ARPA: supporting high risk projects

• DARPA approach supporting defence and dual-use

• Research and Technology Infrastructures

• Widening boost (from €3b to € 5.4b)

• Two categories: transition and widening
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Horizon Europe
Structure, Novelties and Synergies with ECF

Novelties: Simplification, start-ups and dual-use research

• Simplification and streamlining

• Maximum Time to Grant (TTG) of 7 months (previously 8)

• Forms of funding: lump sums to encourage broader participation and 

reduce errors in costs reporting

• One single funding rate approach: up to 100%, except for for-profit 

entities other than SMEs up to 70%. No more RIA/IA distinction

“How FP10’s Budget Compares to Horizon Europe.” Science|Business, August 26, 2025. https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/planning-fp10/how-fp10s-budget-compares-horizon-europe
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Next Steps
Negotiations and legislative procedure

• The decision on the future long-term EU 

budget and revenue system will be 

discussed in parallel by Member States in 

the Council, and by the political groups in 

the European Parliament

• The long-term budget can be revised 

during its lifetime in response to 

unprecedented and unforeseen challenge

➢ Following Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine, the Commission proposed a 

budget revision in 2023 for the 

current MFF, which the Council 

adopted after receiving the 

Parliament’s consent in 2024
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New MFF 2028-2034
Detail
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